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Third-Party Organic Certification

... Ensuring farmers’livelihoods through sustainable production of safe foods
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Foreword

Since the mid of 20" century with the start of Green Revolution (while well intended), the use of Agro-Chemicals in the
agriculture farming systems have increased the risk of environmental pollution and health hazards. The Green Revolution
has significantly influenced the agriculture practices worldwide. However, where the Green Revolution technologies are
not feasible, the low external input sustainable agriculture has been regarded as an alternative solution. Thus, the Organic
Agriculture emerged as one of the viable alternatives.

The agriculture system in Bhutan largely continues to be a highly integrated system that sustains the health of soils,
ecological processes, biodiversity, and nutrient cycle to produce food with low/no use of agrochemicals. The Ministry of
Agriculture and Forests (MoAF) initiated Organic Programme in 2006 with the formulation of the National Framework for
Organic Farming. In the 12 FYP, the Royal Government of Bhutan decided to pursue Organic Agriculture as a Flagship
Programme to support and expand the efforts put in so far in organic agriculture front. It aims to build enabling environment,
commercialize organic production for economic growth and create employment opportunities.

Globally, the importance of organic agriculture is increasing due to consciousness on health and environment and also
the demand among consumers for products that meet specific minimum standards. Therefore, standards and conformity
assessment systems are important for promoting consumer’s trust and ensure fair competition.



Thus, in order to complement the goals and objectives of National Organic Flagship Programme (NOFP), Certification is
viewed as one of the key aspects. Currently, Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory Authority (BAFRA) is recognized as
one of Conformity Assessment Bodies under Bhutan Organic Guarantee System (BOGS) for providing organic certification.
BAFRA provides third-party organic certification to the organic operators as per the requirements of Bhutan Organic
Standard and the right to use Bhutan Organic Mark. In this context, it is expected to promote organic products in the market
through product differentiation and help in ensuring quality and safety of the product.

BAFRA is pleased to bring forth the publication on “Third-Party Organic Certification”, which is expected to invariably
benefit the clients in understanding the organic certification processes of BAFRA and contribute towards successful
implementation of NOFP.

Last, but not the least, BAFRA remains grateful to His Excellency, Sanam Lyonpo and the Hon’ble Secretary, MoAF for
providing valuable supervision, encouragement and guidance.

Tashi delek!

Dr. Tashi\Samdup (Ph.D)
(Director General)
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Background

The Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory Authority (BAFRA) under Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
(MoAF) is mandated to provide third-party certification for organic agriculture. It is to facilitate trade, market
access, fair competition and consumer trust of products both at the national and regional level. BAFRA operates
Organic Certification Scheme as per ISO/IEC 17065:2012 to provide third party organic certification mark based
on Bhutan Organic Standard.

Bhutan Organic Standard covers scopes for crop production, animal husbandry, aquaculture, wild collection,
apiculture, processing, handling and storage. However, this publication material will exclusively cover only
certification of agricultural crops.

The processes involved in BAFRA’s organic third-party certification are as follows: S
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1. Application

The interested applicant must submit an
application with necessary information to
BAFRA in the prescribed form, available
from www.bafra.gov.bt.
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Application review

BAFRA reviews the application to assess
the readiness of the applicant for organic
certification. Accordingly, the applicant is
informed of the outcome of the review.
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2. Farm Audit

After successful registration, BAFRA carries out on-site farm inspection on a mutually agreed date, as per
Bhutan Organic Standard. During farm audit, BAFRA inspectors assess some of the following critical activities:

10

a)
b)
0)
d)
e)

f)
g
h)
)
)
k)

Composting of farmyard manures and kitchen wastes for improving soil fertility

Use of crop rotations, intercropping and agro-forestry systems

Selection of crops which are adaptable to the local conditions

Management of biodiversity to provide natural pest regulation.

Use of water resources in a sustainable manner through minimum tillage, use of legume cover crops,
green manures, etc.

Conservation of topsoil and erosion control measures

Restriction on burning of vegetation during land preparation

Prohibition on the use of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs)

Prohibition on the use of chemical pesticides and fertilizers

Appropriate measures adopted by the client to identify and avoid potential contamination.

Records of farm inputs and its source, farming operations, processing, handling, storage, etc. shall be
maintained in the Farm Diary.
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During inspection, relevant samples such as water, soil and product may be drawn for laboratory analysis. The

samples are tested in approved laboratories.

In case of Farmer’s Group(s), the inspectors will also assess proper functioning of the Internal Control System
(ICS). ICS is a quality assurance system based on group’s internal procedures or rules. The National Centre
for Organic Agriculture (NCOA) under Department of Agriculture imparts training on organic principles and
practices, and implementation of ICS.

If non-conformities are observed during audit, BAFRA informs the applicant to take corrective actions and
BAFRA verifies its adequacy.

11
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Review Process

When the inspection activities are completed the
evaluation reports are reviewed to ensure that it fulfills the
Organic Standard and the certification requirements and
a recommendation for the grant of certificate is made to
[ Certification Committee of BAFRA.

12
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3. Certification Decision

The decision for grant of certification is made by BAFRA’s Certification Committee and the
applicant is informed of the Committee’s decision.
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4. Grant of Certificate

For successful applicants, BAFRA issues a license and
agreement on the use of the Certification Mark is signed
between BAFRA and the applicant. This information
is made publicly available by BAFRA. The certified
client may use the organic Certification Mark on the
certified product.

14
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5. Recertification

The validity of certificate is for three years and
surveillance will be conducted by BAFRA at
site at least once a year to ensure continued
fulfillment to Bhutan Organic Standard. The
client is required to apply to BAFRA for
renewal before the license expires.
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