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ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN

_ e Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
or Thimphu : Bhutan
g

MINISTER
MoAF/DoA/2018-19/139 May 1, 2019

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION

Subject: Pesticides Rules and Regulations of Bhutan, 2019

In exercise of the authority granted by Section 19.1 of the Pesticides Act of
Bhutan, 2000; the Ministry of Agriculture and Forests hereby issue the
Pesticides Rules and Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 including the Pesticides
Guidelines and Forms for implementation of the provigsions of the Pesticides Act
of Bhutan, 2000.

The Pesticides Rules and Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 will come into force with
effect from 1% May 2019 and shall supersede all previous notifications and
office orders in relation to the use of pesticides.

All concerned agencies with assigned roles and functions as per the Pesticides
Rules and Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 shall be responsible for implementation
of the Rules and Regulations.

k { Penjor

1. The Hon'ble Prime Minister, Roval Government of Bhutan, Gyalyong
Tshogkhang, Thimphu for kind information.

2. The Hon'ble Chiefl Justice, Supreme Court of Bhutan, Thimphu

3. All Honble Ministers

4. All Honble Government Secretaries

5. The Hon'ble Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General, Thimphu

6. All Heads of the Constitutional Offices

7. All Heads of the Autonomous Agencies

#. The Chief Operations Officer, Royal Bhutan Army, Thimphu

9. The Commandant, Royal Body Guards, Thimphu

10. The Chief of Royal Bhutan Police, Thimphu

PHONE: +975-2-322482, 3221200} FAX: +975-323153
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PREAMBLE

In exercise of the powers conferred under Section 19 of the Pesticides Act of
Bhutan, 2000; the Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, Royal Gov-
ernment of Bhutan hereby formulate the Pesticides Rules and Regulations of

Bhutan, 2019 for the effective implementation of the provisions of the Act.

Pesticides Rules & Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 2
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CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY

Title
1. This Rule shall be called “The Pesticides Rules and Regulations of
Bhutan, 2019”.

Extent
2. It shall apply to the whole of the Kingdom of Bhutan.

Commencement
3. It shall come into force from the date specified in the notification issued
by the Minister for Agriculture and Forests for implementation of this

Rules.

Scope
4. This Rule shall apply to any activity in relation to:
(1) Import and manufacture of bio-pesticides;
(2) Import of synthetic pesticides; and
(3) Use, sale and disposal of synthetic and bio-pesticides.

Rules of Construction
5. Inthis Rule, the singular shall include the plural and the masculine shall

include the feminine and vice versa.

Pesticides Rules & Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 4
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Revocation/Cancellation

6. This Rule shall revoke any guidelines, notifications, circulars and orders
issued in relation to matters concerning pesticides unless otherwise re-
adopted.

Fees

7. Any fees payable under this Rules shall be prescribed in the schedule of
fees, which may be amended and notified by the Pesticides Board from

time to time.

Pesticides Rules & Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 6
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CHAPTER 2
INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Pesticides Board

8. The Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests shall appoint members

of the Board, including the Chairperson for a period of five years and

may be extended. The Board shall consist of the following members:

(1)
)
3)
4)
)
(6)
(7

(8)
)

Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests as Chairperson;
Head, Department of Agriculture (Member Secretary)

Head, Department of Livestock;

Head, Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory Authority;

Head, Department of Trade, Ministry of Economic Affairs;

Head, Department of Public Health, Ministry of Health;
Representative from the National Environment Commission
(NEC);

Program Director, National Plant Protection Centre.

Subject Matter Specialists (Representatives from Plant Pathology,
Entomology, Environment, Weed Science, Plant Protection
Products, Research, Plant Quarantine, Organic, Forestry, etc.),
who shall be appointed on need basis by the Chairperson upon

recommendation of the Board.

9. The Board shall advise the Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests

on technical matters arising out of the administration of the Act and to

carry out such other functions assigned to the Board by or under the Act

and its Rules. The Pesticides Board is the Authority to decide on matters

related to pesticides and provisions of this Rule.

Pesticides Rules & Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 8
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The Standard Rules of Procedures for the Pesticides Board

10. The Board may formulate its own rules of procedures for the conduct

of the Board Meetings. The Pesticides Board shall convene meetings at

least two times a year. A minimum two-third of the full members shall

constitute the quorum of the Board.

Functions of the Board

11. The Board shall carry out the following functions;

(1)

2)
3)

(4)

)

(6)
(7

(®)

)
(10)

Advise the Government on the procurement and import of
synthetic and bio-pesticides;

Advise the Government on manufacture of bio-pesticides;
Approve list of synthetic and bio-pesticides for use in Bhutan
including pesticides for plant protection, household use, forest
protection, livestock protection and vector control in human
health;

Ensure that highly toxic (World Health Organization Class I, II a,
IT b and Persistent Organic Pollutants) pesticides are prohibited
from use in Bhutan,;

Approve the negative list of other highly toxic synthetic or bio-
pesticides prohibited from use in Bhutan;

Approve list of manufacturers of bio-pesticides in Bhutan;
Approve lists of foreign manufacturers and authorized dealers of
synthetic and bio-pesticides;

Function as an appellate authority for any matters, dispute and
decision related to procurement, import, sale, use and disposal of
synthetic and/or bio-pesticides.

Approve safety guidelines for use of registered pesticides;
Standard Operating Procedures for Pesticides Board as per
Guideline 1.

Pesticides Rules & Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 10
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Implementing Agency

12. The Board shall designate Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory
Authority (BAFRA) to implement and enforce this Rule.

13. The Board shall designate National Plant Protection Centre (NPPC)

as the sole authorized agency to import, sale, supply and disposal of

pesticides;

14. The Bio-pesticides will be supplied as per the Guideline 3 —

Implementation framework and Guideline for supply of Bio-pesticides.

15. The Pesticide Procurement Committee shall be formed comprising of

the following members;

(1)
2
3)
(4)
)
(6)

(7

Head, Department of Agriculture (Chairperson)

Program Director, NPPC (Member Secretary)

Chief Finance Officer, FD, Directorate Services, MoAF (Member)
Senior Plant Protection Officer, NPPC (Member)

Procurement Officer, Directorate Services, MoAF (Member)
Administration/Finance/Plant Protection Product Unit, NPPC
(Member)

Representative from the Department of Public Health

16. The Pesticides Technical Working Group (PTWG) under NPPC shall be

formed to carry out the following functions;

(1)

Review and recommend to the Board on issues related to
import, sale, use and disposal of synthetic or bio-pesticides and

manufacture of bio-pesticides as and when required.
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2

3)

(4)

)

(6)

(7

®)

Develop list of permitted synthetic or bio-pesticides and list of
foreign manufacturers of synthetic pesticides and bio-pesticides
for approval from the Board;

Develop standards, forms, codes of practices, guidelines and other
tools as necessary, for the administrative processes for approval
from the Board;

Specify the classification of pesticides on the basis of their toxicity
and the risks to human beings or animals involved in the use of
pesticides. Create awareness on safety measures necessary to

prevent such risks;

Develop guidelines for manufacturing bio-pesticides in Bhutan
and submit the list to the Board for approval;

Recommend standards for labeling, packaging, storing,
transportation or any other requirement for manufacture of bio-
pesticides;

Recommend emergency preparedness, response, monitoring and
surveillance in case of any emergency activities related to synthetic
and bio-pesticides in line with the Disaster and Contingency
Management Plan of the Ministry.

Develop Guidelines for sale and distribution of bio-pesticides for

approval from the Board.

17. The BAFRA shall perform the following functions as the regulatory
authority;

(1)

Issue import permit for the importation of synthetic or bio

pesticides.
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(2) Monitor the import, sale and use of synthetic or bio-pesticides
(3) Monitor the quality of imported synthetic and bio-pesticides and

the bio-pesticides manufactured within the country;

Pesticides Rules & Regulations of Bhutan, 2019 16



g 4 |

CELRSIECREE L

LRSS CEREE L

74

It

20

37

33

33

qgnyqnﬁﬁ'&fﬂmuﬁ' 5’94q'qgn'g;:ﬁR'qﬁm'Q&'ﬁ«'ﬁ;‘ﬂé‘gﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁ'
qqa‘nﬁﬁﬁa‘mm‘ﬁ'&xq‘

gm’&’:m'?gﬁ:g:’a’n%na% ggq’qgn'g;q'ﬁR'aém'ma'gm'gxné"gqqqq
ﬁ\“]‘”a'ﬂg"""éﬁ"%' ug R RN RS aranFassy

gm’mn'quﬁﬁ'@ iﬁnﬁﬁ'anﬁﬁﬁiﬁw& né‘gj'ﬁx'gamﬂ'ﬁ'éq‘qRQRﬁN' 5
YT I YRR TG FqRJUFIATY g
Eq’:«%ﬁ:gagn'@nngﬁ% qgu‘gq‘nﬁﬁ‘iﬂ«‘g‘ qaﬁﬂ]' p N'ﬁx‘a@m'
gRA gl gRaaRgRy q%ﬂ’ﬁ““ﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁq’qqﬁaW"a@""ﬁ'
qgn'ﬁq@'ﬁ'ﬁ:&fmﬁm@ﬁm'qasx'gwnqﬁ'ﬁmﬁq'qgmmw RYAEN
%‘ngﬁ: g«'éﬁ'éﬁ'ng'ztwm&'@'@ﬁ'ﬁﬁn'aq‘

gqaﬁﬂngg]ﬁ% @'&q'q%aﬁn'aqamw @N’ﬁwﬁﬁﬁgﬁgﬂ*\gﬂ'
““1‘“’ @'&”Tq%q;ﬁﬁ'gﬂ”@%‘;ﬁaﬂ

agw&’:«@g’ﬁRgﬂ:’a’m'f\gnagm;fqﬁ: agm'ﬁRN‘NﬂQ‘QﬁR‘ﬂ{ﬁN'gRN‘gq'
&fqmmm' RR':I%q'nﬁm'@RN'7541'&ﬁ'n]qznﬁ'aﬁqaqwmm' ﬁqt:'éﬁ';jﬁ'%'
RS AR ¢ w3 R

R AR R E R e ARV E LR S L
AEREGRL]

17

ARG HF ISR R g0 352



CHAPTER 3
MANUFACTURE OF BIO-PESTICIDES

Manufacture of Bio-Pesticides

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

The Pesticides Board shall be the Authorization Agency for the

Manufacture of Bio-Pesticides.

The NPPC shall function as a Facilitating Agency for the purpose of

manufacture of bio-pesticides.

Any national registered company who intends to manufacture bio-
pesticides shall apply for clearance to the Pesticide Board (Authorization
Agency) through the NPPC as prescribed in Form 1. The application
shall include the lists of bio-pesticides to be manufactured in Bhutan
along with detailed business proposal including list of manufacturing

plant and machinery, safety and quality control measures;

On receipt of any application for the issuance of Clearance, the NPPC

shall forward the application to the Board.

The Authorization Agency on the recommendation of NPPC along with
the Environmental Clearance received from NEC; shall issue the final
Clearance as per the format prescribed in Form 2 to manufacture bio-

pesticides based on the terms and conditions.

The Clearance shall be valid for the period of one year from the date of

1SSue.
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

The Ministry of Economic Affairs shall issue the License for manufacture
of bio-pesticides based on the clearance from the Pesticides Board. In
the event, the bio-pesticides are proposed to be manufactured at more
than one place, separate clearance and licenses shall be required in

respect of every such place.

The Authorization Agency shall cancel the Clearance for Manufacture
on the recommendation of the NPPC, if the holder of the Clearance

violates agreed terms and conditions.

The NPPC and BAFRA shall monitor the quality of bio-pesticides

manufactured by the Company.

The NPPC and BAFRA shall have access to the records and specimens

required to be maintained by the manufacturer.

The manufacturing, registration and supply of bio-pesticides should be
as per the Guidelines 2 & 3 of this Rules.
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CHAPTER 4
PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS

Regular Pest Control Operations

29.

The NPPC shall provide advisory services to farmers on management of
insect pests and disease. The regular pest control shall adopt Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) practices wherein the pesticides use is
recommended only as a last resort when other non-chemical methods do

not control the pest or disease.

Cautious and Judicious Use of Pesticides

30.

The pesticides shall used cautiously and judiciously to manage insect
pests and diseases, and to minimize health and environment hazards.
The NPPC shall promote use of bio-pesticides in order to minimize or

replace use of synthetic pesticides.

Commercial Pest Control Operations

31.

The pest control operations for main cash crop production may be
privatized as a part of commercialization of agriculture which shall
adopt Good Agricultural Practices through promotion of IPM practices,
use of bio-pesticides, and restricted use of chemicals where necessary
and relevant. The services for control and management of household
pests (example: rodents, cockroaches, flies, mosquitoes, etc...) may
be privatized as commercial pest control operation through the use of

permitted pesticides as per this Rules.
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

The NPPC and BAFRA shall supervise and monitor the commercial
pest control operations and its operation shall be as per Guideline 4 of
this Rules.

The application for grant and renewal of license to undertake pest control
operation business shall be made based on the clearance of the NPPC as

per Form 3 and Form 4.

The Pest Control Operator, whether the Licensee himself or an individual
employed by him should obtain Technical Certificate for Pest Control
Operation from NPPC.

The NPPC shall assess and interview Pest Control Operator and issue a

Certificate/Clearance for operation of commercial pest control.

The application shall be accompanied with certificate of training in
pest control operation conducted for a month or more by an Institute

recognized by the Government.

The licensee shall use approved list of pesticides only prescribed in this
Rule, which will be updated as and when necessary by the NPPC for
approval of Board.

The licensee shall strictly adhere to the Guideline 4 for commercial pest
control operations and procedures which may be revised and modified

from time to time, prescribed by the Board.
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Supply of Household Pesticides
39. Approved list of household pesticides, except Zinc phosphide shall be

sold only through licensed super markets and hard ware stores only.
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CHAPTER 5
PESTICIDES LABORATORY AND ANALYST

Pesticides Laboratory

40.

41.

The Board shall authorize establishment of the Pesticides Laboratory
to carry out such functions as prescribed in this Rule, specifically to
analyze the pesticides samples for quality tests and active ingredient

content, and pesticide contamination of food and feed samples.

The Pesticides Laboratory shall be designated as referral laboratory for

pesticides and pesticides related matter.

Pesticides Analyst

42.

43.

44,

45.

The Pesticides Laboratory shall be headed by Pesticides Analyst under
the management of NPPC, Department of Agriculture (Guideline 5).

The Pesticides Laboratory should have minimum of 2 Pesticides Analyst;
one for organochlorine and organophosphate groups, and another for

pyrethroids and dithiocarbamate groups.

The NPPC shall develop clear terms of reference and criteria for
recruitment of Pesticide Analysts. The Pesticide Analyst among
others should possess a minimum of Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry
or Agricultural Chemistry or Analytical Chemistry from a recognized

University

Any analyst conducting the test analysis shall declare conflict of interest

as per the existing system.
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Functions of the Pesticides Laboratory
46. The functions of the Pesticides Laboratory shall be as follows:
(1) Analyze pesticides samples as may be necessary for the purpose
of ensuring the conditions for:
(a) Its chemical composition;
(b) Bio-efficacy;
(c) Phyto-toxicity; and
(d) Other adverse toxicological effects, shelf-life of primary pack-
aging and labeling including leaflet, and to verify other claims
submitted by the applicants for authorization of synthetic and
bio-pesticides.
(2) Analyze samples of materials for synthetic and bio-pesticide

residues in food and share with relevant clients.

47. The Pesticides Laboratory shall not conduct test if the samples received
for analysis are tampered or presumed to be tampered and shall notify
the NPPC accordingly.

48. The fees for the sample analysis will be paid by the client as per the
schedule of fees developed by the NPPC based on the existing laws.

49. The NPPC shall develop SOPs for standards of the samples and its

collection procedure.
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CHAPTER 6
PESTICIDES INSPECTOR

Pesticides Inspection
50. The inspection of pesticides shall be done by the BAFRA.

Powers of Pesticides Inspector

51. A Pesticides Inspector shall exercise following powers:

(1)

2)

3)

4)

)

The Pesticides Inspector shall maintain the list of authorized
synthetic and bio-pesticides for import and manufacture;

Enter and search any premises where pesticides (synthetic and
bio-pesticides) are imported, manufactured and stored at any time
with assistance from the nearest police personnel with proper
search warrant from the Court of Law;

The Pesticides Inspector shall inspect and monitor the
manufacturing plants as deemed necessary;

The Pesticide Inspector shall inspect and examine or take extract
of records or any other documents of the manufacturer, distributor,
carrier or dealer with proper search warrant from the Court of Law
and seize the same if, he has reason to believe that all or any of
them, may furnish evidence of committing an offence punishable
under the Act or this Rule;

Stop, conduct inquiry and examine any vehicle or individual

suspected to transport or carry unauthorized pesticides;
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(6)

(7

Seek Court orders to stop the distribution, sale or use of any
pesticide which he has reason to believe is being distributed, sold
or used in contravention of the provisions of this Rule until the
possessor has removed the defect from the stock;

Exercise such other powers in accordance with this Act or this
Rule, after recording and communicating the reasons to the person

or persons concerned.

Functions of Pesticides Inspector

52. The Pesticides Inspector shall perform following functions:

(1)
2

3)

(4)

)

(6)

Inspect compliance of licensee to the conditions of license;
Conduct routine monitoring of synthetic and bio-pesticides of
authorized dealers in the country;

Conduct investigation of any formal complaint received;
Maintain a record of all inspections made and action taken in
performance of duties including taking of samples and seizures of
stocks and to submit copies of such record to NPPC;

Make such enquiries and inspections as may be necessary to detect
the sale and use of synthetic and bio-pesticides in contraventions
of the Act and this Rule;

Investigate cross border smuggling of synthetic and bio-pesticides
within jurisdictional scope of the Act and this Rule; and seize the
consignment and furnish the detail report to BAFRA and NPPC
and shall be dealt as per this Rule;
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(7) Inspect all establishments dealing with pesticides, including bio-
pesticides manufacturing plants, within the area of his jurisdiction
not less than three times a year;

(8) In accordance with the specifications laid down by the Board,
draw samples of bio-pesticides manufactured on the premises and
send them for test and analysis in accordance with this Rule; and

(9) During the course of investigation or inspection, if there is
detection of any evidence of poisoning, the Pesticides Inspector
shall immediately report to the nearest hospital with information

to NPPC of such occurrences.

Prohibition of Disclosure of Information
53. The Pesticides Inspector shall not disclose to any person any information
acquired in performance of his official duties except for the official

purpose or when required by the Court of Law.

Procedure to be followed by Pesticide Inspector for seizure of Illegal

Pesticides

54. The Pesticides Inspector upon the seizure of any consignment of
pesticides shall issue seizure list as per prescribed Form 5.

55. The seized pesticide consignment shall be surrendered to the NPPC
along with the documents. If the packaging of the seized pesticides is
damaged, such pesticides shall properly be packed before transportation
for handing over to the NPPC.
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CHAPTER 7
HANDLING AND MANAGEMENT OF PESTICIDES AND
BIO-PESTICIDES

Prohibition of Import, Sale, Stock, Exhibit, Distribute and Transport of
Pesticides
56. The NPPC shall be the sole agency for import, distribution and sale of

synthetic pesticides.

57. Nopersonshall import, sell, stock, exhibit for sale, distribute and transport
synthetic and bio pesticides except for bio pesticides manufactured in

the country.

58. The guidelines for sale and distribution of bio-pesticides shall be
developed by the PTWG for approval from the Board.

Packing and Labeling
59. The synthetic or bio-pesticides imported shall be properly packed and

labeled in accordance with the provisions of this Rule.

60. All bio-pesticides manufactured in Bhutan shall be packed following the
packaging standard approved by the Board.

Manner of Packing and Storage while in Transit
61. The synthetic or bio-pesticides shall not be transported or stored with

food products, animal feeds and other related products.
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62. If any synthetic or bio-pesticide is found to have leaked out in transport
or storage, it shall be the responsibility of the transport agency or the
storage owner to take such measures urgently to prevent poisoning and

pollution of soil or water, if any.

Conditions for Storage of Pesticides

63. The packages containing synthetic or bio-pesticides shall be stored in
separate rooms or premises, away from the rooms or premises used for
storing other articles or shall be kept in separate container under lock

and key.

64. The rooms or premises meant for storing synthetic or bio-pesticides

shall be well-built, well-lit and ventilated and of sufficient dimension.

Leaflet to be contained in a Package
65. The packing of every pesticide shall contain information on usage,

toxicity, target organisms, antidote and other relevant information.
66. All information in the leaflet shall be in English.
Transportation and storage of pesticides

67. The transportation and storage of synthetic and bio-pesticides in the

country shall be as prescribed in Guideline 6.
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Prohibition against Altering Inscription on Containers, Labels or

Wrappers of Pesticides

68. No person shall intentionally alter, obliterate, or deface any inscription
or mark made or recorded by the manufacturer on the container, label or

wrapper of any synthetic or bio-pesticide.

Advertisement on Safety of Pesticides

69. Any advertisement for promoting any synthetic or bio-pesticide in any
form conveying statements such as ‘SAFE’, ‘NON-POISONOUS’,
‘NON-INJURIOUS’, ‘HARMLESS’ “NON-TOXIC TO HUMANS
AND ANIMALS, CONTAINS ALL NATURAL INGREDIENTS,
AMONG THE LEAST TOXIC CHEMICALS KNOWN, POLLUTION
APPROVED,” is strictly prohibited.

Disposal of Unused and Obsolete Pesticides

70. The NPPC shall initiate collection of unused and obsolete synthetic
or bio-pesticides throughout the country after every five years in
coordination with Dzongkhag Agriculture Officer, Agriculture Research

and Development Centres and other relevant agencies.

71. The NPPC shall collect, transport and dispose unused and obsolete

synthetic or bio-pesticides as per the Guideline 7 and 8.
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72.

CHAPTER 8
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

In accordance with Section 18.1 of the Pesticides Act of Bhutan 2000,
any person who commits an offence under the Act or this Rule shall be
an offence punishable with fines or imprisonment in accordance with the
Law of the Land.

Immunity

73.

74.

75.

No liability shall be attached to the NPPC or the Board or Pesticides
Inspector for the destruction of any synthetic or bio-pesticides brought
into or bio-pesticides manufactured in the country resulting from non-

compliance.

The NPPC or the Board or Pesticides Inspector is in no way liable for
damage done, or delays incurred, by testing, seizure or destruction of
products or any other action deemed necessary and performed under
this Rule.

No Inspector shall be liable for anything done by him in good faith, as
required under this Rule, for the purposes of enforcing the provisions of

the Act or this Rule in the course of discharging his duties.

Liability of Inspectors

76.

Any Pesticides Inspector, who without good cause and reasonable belief
wrongfully stops, search, frisks, and seizes any pesticides and/or food
products shall be liable for administrative action under the Bhutan Civil
Service Rules and shall not preclude liability under the Penal Code of
Bhutan.
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77. Any authorized officer representing the Government or otherwise
authorized to act officially under the Act or this Rule shall be liable

for administrative action under the Bhutan Civil Service Rules for the

following act or omission:

(1)
2)
3)
(4)
)
(6)
(7
(8)

Non-compliance to the procedure in performing official duty;
Abet in commission of offence under this Rule;
Non-performance of official duty;

Providing false information to the authority;

Disclosing of information which is prohibited from disclosure;
Misuse of official uniform during off duty;

Misuse of seized goods; and

Misuse of government revenue.

Offences and Penalties under the Penal Code of Bhutan

78. Any person engaging into sale, import or export of synthetic or bio

pesticides except for household purpose by the licensed retailer as per

the list approved by the Board shall be liable for criminal offence under
Section 279 and 506 of the Penal Code of Bhutan.

79. Any person who contaminates or pollutes the environment including

air, water and land and makes it noxious for public health and safety

by misusing any pesticides shall be liable for criminal offence under
Section 408 of the Penal Code of Bhutan.
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80.

81.

82.

83.

Any act of obstruction to the authorized inspector or an act of assault to
the authorized inspector for execution of lawful duties under this Rule
shall be liable for criminal offence under Section 422 or 156 of the Penal
Code of Bhutan.

Any form of advertisement of pesticides in the country and misinforming
the people on the pesticides shall be liable for criminal offence under
Section 324 of the Penal Code of Bhutan.

Any person who makes or alters writing or documents or makes false
statement intending to deceive the authorized agencies or officer shall
be liable for criminal offence under Section 296 of the Penal Code of
Bhutan.

For any criminal offence under the Act and this Rule, the penalty shall
additionally include the cost to rectify and restore any damage to persons

and/or property caused by the offence committed.

Civil Offences

84.

The following offences under this Rules shall be liable for fines and

penalties as specified below:

(1) Making a statement that is false or misleading for a purpose
of obtaining Clearance or license shall be liable for a fine of
Nu. 10,000.00 and such accorded license shall be cancelled
immediately.

(2) Making a statement that is false or misleading to Pesticides
Inspector in performance of his duties shall be liable for a fine of
Nu. 10,000.00 and such offences if repeated the license shall be

cancelled.
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3)

(4)

)

(6)

(7

(®)

)

Any manufacture of bio-pesticides in Bhutan without valid
manufacturing license shall be liable for a fine of Nu. 50,000.00
and the consignment shall be seized and destroyed without any

compensation.

Any entity working as a commercial pest control operator shall
require a valid license and failure to produce on demand by an
authorized officer shall be liable for a fine of Nu.2000.00 for first
offence, double in the second offence and cancellation of license

in the third offence.

Transportation or storage of pesticides along with other food
products, animal feeds and other related products shall be liable
for a fine of Nu. 5000.00 and repeated offence will result in

cancellation of license.

Any packaging of bio- pesticides manufactured in the country,
without leaflet containing information required under this Rule

shall be liable for a fine of Nu. 5000.00 per consignment.

Any person intentionally found to alter, obliterate or deface any
inscription or mark made or recorded by the manufacturer on the
pesticides product shall be liable for a fine of Nu. 5000.00.

Any person making false declaration of conflict of interest shall
be liable for a fine of Nu. 5000.00.

Any licensee who manufactures bio-pesticides which are sub-
standard, adulterated or spurious shall be liable for a fine of Nu.
50,000.00 and the license will be cancelled and such licensee shall
not be eligible for issue of clearance for five years and will not be

allowed to use others license.
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CHAPTER 9
PRECAUTIONS AND SAFETY MEASURES

Medical Examination

85.

86.

Any persons who are engaged in handling, dealing or otherwise
coming in contact with the pesticides are required to undergo medical
examination by a qualified doctor who is aware of risks to which such
persons are exposed. The details of their medical examination shall be

entered in Form 6.

Any Government employees who are continuously exposed to
pesticides shall be required to undergo medical examination by qualified
doctor annually. Any person showing symptoms of poisoning shall be

immediately examined and given proper treatment.

First-Aid Measures and Antidote

87.

88.

89.

90.

The NPPC in consultation with relevant agencies shall conduct

awareness training on handling pesticides and use of first-aid treatment.

In all cases of poisoning first-aid treatment shall be given as per the
instruction contained in the leaflet or seek advice from the competent

plant protection expert and shall be referred to the physician.
All establishments dealing with pesticides shall maintain first-aid kits.
The first-aid medicines and equipment have to be maintained by

pesticides handlers including stockiest, clearing forwarding agents and

persons who undertake commercial pest operation.
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91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

The Hospitals and BHUs are expected to maintain adequate quantities of
antidotes and first-aid medicines. The NPPC shall facilitate and support
training of health workers on safety measures and first-aid treatment for

pesticides poisoning.

The NPPC shall assess the types of pesticides commonly used in the
country and recommend list of important antidotes to be maintained in

the Hospitals and BHUs in consultation with the Ministry of Health.

Any person handling pesticides shall be adequately protected with

appropriate clothing and protective gears.

The protective clothing shall be used wherever necessary, in conjunction

with respiratory devices as laid down in this Rule.

The protective clothing shall be of such materials which prevent or resist
the penetration or any form of pesticide formulations. The materials
shall also be washable so that the toxic elements may be removed after

each use.

A complete suit or protective clothing shall consist of the following

dresses namely:

(1) Protective outer garment/overalls/hood/hat;

(2) Mask;

(3) Rubber gloves or such other protective gloves extending halfway
up to the fore-arm, made of materials impermeable to liquids;

(4) Dust-proof goggles; and

(5) Boots.
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Respiratory Devices

97. For preventing inhalation of toxic dusts, vapors or gases, the workers
shall use any of the following types of respirators or gas-masks suitable
for the purpose, namely:
(1) Chemical-Cartridge respirator;
(2) Supplied-Air respirator;
(3) Demand flow type respirator;

(4) Full-face or half-face gas masks with canister.

98. The concentrates of pesticides in the air where the pesticides are mixed

shall not exceed the maximum permissible values.

Training of Workers
99. The handlers of pesticides as well as operators shall be trained in

observing safety precautions and handling safety equipment.

Disposal of Used Packages and Obsolete Pesticides
100. All pesticides handlers and operators must adhere to Guideline 7 on

disposal of obsolete pesticides

101. It shall be the duty of Gewogs, Dzongkhags, Agencies and commercial
operators to collect unused, obsolete pesticides, surplus material and
pesticides containers; and forward to NPPC every year to prevent

human, animals, environment and water pollution.

102. The NPPC shall also monitor every five years and collect the unused and

obsolete pesticides as prescribed in this Rule.
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CHAPTER 10
MISCELLANEOUS

Amendment

103. The Ministry may amend this Rule and list of permitted pesticides from

time to time upon the recommendation of the Board.

Definitions

104. In this Rule, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)
2)

3)

“Act” means The Pesticides Act of Bhutan, 2000.

“Adulterated”- a pesticide shall be deemed to be adulterated-
if any substance has been mixed therewith so as to reduce its
quality, strength or alter its nature; or If the chemical composition,
approved by the Registration Committee is not adhered to by
adding, or substituting any new substance or deleting or changing
the quantity of any ingredient authorized; or If it consists in whole
or part, of any filthy, putrefied or decomposed substance; or if it
has been prepared, packed or stored under conditions whereby it
may have been contaminated with filth or whereby it may have
been rendered toxic to plant and injurious to man, useful animals
and environment; If it contains, for the purposes of coloring only,
a color other than the one authorized.

“Animals” means animals useful to human beings and includes
fish and fowl, and such kinds of wildlife as the Government may
by notification in the Official Gazette, specify, being kinds which,

in its opinion, it is desirable to protect or preserve.
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(4) Bio-Pesticides means pesticides derived from natural products
including plant parts or extracts of plants and microorganisms,
use of microorganisms to control other harmful microorganisms,
rearing of predators, parasites or parasitoids.

(5) “Board” means the Pesticides Board established under the
Pesticide Act 2000 and This Pesticides Rules and Regulations.

(6) “Commercial Pest Control Operations” means any pest control
operations, any application or dispensing of pesticide(s)
including household pest control, fumigants, for commercial
purposes in agricultural pest control, animals, forest nurseries,
ornamental and turf pest control, seed treatment, aquatic pest
control, industrial, institutional, structural, such as hospitals,
hotels, residential premises, cinemas, clubs, containers, aircrafts,
warehouses, grain storage houses, public health pest control.

(7) “Date of Expiry” or “Expiry Date’ or “Use Before” means the
date or the month, after which no pesticides shall be sold or
used, and is mentioned on the container, and/or label against the
column “date of expiry” or “not for sale and/or use”;

(8) “Decontamination” means processes which convert pesticides
into non-toxic compounds.

(9) “Disposal” means discarding pesticides or container in a
permanent manner to avoid unreasonable adverse effects to the

environment.
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(10) “Food” means any article or substance, intended for human
consumption, whether processed, semi-processed or raw,
including water and beverages which may contain any flavouring
matter or condiments, except for pharmaceutical drugs, tobacco

and cosmetics;

(11) “Fumigation” means application of pesticide in the gaseous form
in the enclosed chamber or gas proof covers (hatch covers) or in
any controlled manner to control infestation and/or infection.

(12) “Household Pesticides” means pesticides used to control pests in
and around homes like rats, cockroaches, flies, ants, bed bugs,
silver fish and others

(13) “Laboratory” means the Pesticides Laboratory established under
This Pesticides Rules and Regulations.

(14) “Licensing Authority” means Ministry of Economic Affairs.

(15) “Import” means to bring or introduce into the country

(16) “Pesticides Inspector’” means Inspector appointed under Pesticides
Rules and Regulation of Bhutan, 2019.

(17) “Manufacture” means manufacture of bio-pesticides and it means
to prepare, compound, formulate, mix, make, pack, label, or
otherwise treat the bio-pesticide with a view to its sale.

(18) “Manufacturing Date” means the date or month when the
homogenous mix of substances is made.

(19) “Package” means a box, bottle, casket, tin, case, receptacle, sack,
bag, wrapper or other thing in which a pesticide is placed or
packed.

(20) “Pest” means any vertebrate animal, and any invertebrate animal
including but not limited to any insect, other arthropod, rodent,

nematode, or mollusk but excluding any internal parasite of
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living man or animals; any plant growing where it is not wanted,
including terrestrial or aquatic plant, such as any moss, alga,
liverwort, or other plant of high order and any plant part; fungus,
bacteria, virus, bacteria or other micro-organism, except for those
on or in living animals and those on or in processed food or
processed animal feed, beverages, drugs and cosmetics.

(21) “Pest Control Operator” means any person who undertakes pest
control operations and includes the person or the firm or the
company or the organization under whose control such a person
(s) is operating.

(22) “Pesticides” shall mean synthetic or bio-pesticides including
household pesticides unless otherwise specified.

(23) “Synthetic Pesticides” means any substance or mixture of
substances intended for preventing, destroying or controlling any
pest, including, vectors of human or animal disease, unwanted
species of plants or animals causing harm during or otherwise
interfering with the production, processing, storage, transport or
marketing of food, agricultural commodities, wood and wood
products or animal feeds, or which may be administered to animals
for the control of insects, arachnids or other pests in or on their
bodies. The term includes substances intended for use as a plant-
growth regulator, defoliant, desiccant, or agent for thinning fruit
or preventing the premature fall of fruit, and substances applied to
crops either before or after harvest to protect the commodity from

deterioration during storage and transport.
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(24) “Premises” means any land, shop, stall, or place where any
pesticide is sold or manufactured or stored or used, and includes
any vehicle carrying pesticides.

(25) “Restricted-For-Use Pesticide” means any pesticide, when applied
in accordance with its directions for use, warnings and cautions
and for the uses for which it is authorized, or for one or more
of such uses, or in accordance with a widespread and commonly
recognized practice, may generally cause, without any additional
regulatory restrictions, unreasonable adverse effects on water,
air, and all plants and man and other animals living therein and
the inter-relationship which exist among them, including injury
to the pest control operator, and the registration granted by the
Registration Committee for use under expert supervision.

(26) “Pesticides Rules and Regulations” means The Pesticides Rules
and Regulations of Bhutan, 2019.

(27) “Spurious” - a pesticide shall be deemed to be spurious- If it is
manufactured under a name which belong to another pesticide. If
it is an imitation or sub-standard for another pesticide in a manner
likely to deceive or bears upon it or upon its label or upon its
container the name of another pesticide unless it is plainly and
conspicuously marked so as to reveal its true character and its lack
of identity with such other pesticide. If the container bears the
name of the person or company purporting to be the manufacturer
of the pesticide, which person or Company is fictitious or does not
exist. If it purports to be the product of a manufacturer of whom it
is not truly a product.
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SCHEDULES

Schedule of Fees
SL . Fees
No. Particulars (Amount in Nu.) Remarks
1 |Issuance of Certificate of
Authorization to manufacture 500
bio- pesticides
Issuance of duplicate Certificate
2 o 1,000
of Authorization
Testing and analyzing the
3 ) ] o 20,000 Per sample
synthetic or bio-pesticides
4 | Testing and analyzing the Per sample
bio-pesticides manufactured in 20,000
Bhutan
5 |Import permit 300
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